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Saje and Healthy Lives in Safe and Healthy Coé;munities :

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND .

PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS,

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

BOARD OF MEDICAL LICENSURE o

AND DISCIPLINE. - - .. . . . . No. .C95-258

In the matterrofz : ,
Stephen F. Penchak, Jr., M.D.

(,ONSE“IT ’)RDI&.R

Purbuanérto Section b=~ 37«5 1 of .the Ceneral Laws of the
State of Rthe Island, 1956, as amendad,_noblfLC@tlgn was
filed with the Board of Medica&r=hieénsure and - Biscipline.
(hereinafter geféfiédfiﬁ; ag F“@oaxd“di;chérging"sgepgenmfk
Ponchak, Jr., M.ﬁw}”ggﬁ?gndent;“with"violaﬁions of Section 5-

37-5.1 of the General Laws of ‘the State of Rhode Island; 1956y~

.as ‘amended. An investigation was conducted by Investigatimmg =

Committee I, so called, of the Board.

The foilowing constitﬁtés the Investigating Committee's "

Findings of Fact with xeSpeét to. the professional performance
of the Respondent.

Findinge of Fact

1. The Renwendent and the r‘c:mmonweaZtth of Mmsaachusetts
entered lntO"a Consent Older in whlch the aegpondemt
aamatﬁed to -’ taking ‘other: doct@r blank=-81qned

: preqcrlptlon forms: and writing pr65611pwlons to hlmself
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‘gr’ had® presdriptio

pharmacies‘uéiﬂéﬁﬁﬁe @amexof another physician. Thedge "
prescriptions involved the drugs: Napheon, @ Proventil
Inhaler, Robitussin-AC Svrup, Seldane and Stadol Nasal

. Spray.

2. At the end of 1994, the Board of Registration in
Medicine fox the Commonwealth of Massacbu%etfs commenced
- an lnvesflgation of ‘a’ complalnt that - the R@sp@ﬂd@nt ‘had
violated Massachusetts laws and 1egulatlons relatlng to
prescription practices. In June . 1995, . Resp@nd@ny
Submitted F Petition fpr Voluntary Restricti;n to the
Massachusetts Board in which he agreed not té practice
medicine for ninety days, which Petition was accepted by
+he Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicihe for
rhe Commonwealthk of Massachusetts on June 28, 1935.
" Aftérx Eéé@dndent's “departﬁxe**froﬁpfhi$r"fcrm$ry medical -
practice and during the period of the investigation by
the Massachusetts Board, the:Respoﬁééﬁ%JéBﬁgﬁt'hééiééI '
treatm@nt “ |

3. Nona of the al legatlons by norx DTO”@@dlﬂQG with the
MdSbaLhuSéttS “Board xelat@ to =any i1ssu@s regardzng
Chemlcal dep@ndency, nor haS hhe Eespondmnt recelvad any
treatment for - chemlcal deyendenqy in. connectlon thh:

proceedings with the Massachusetlis’ Bodnd or otherw1se.

ns -for - - - himgelf -telephoned : toi'+



‘4. On’' January 24, 1996, the Massachusetts Board approved: .

a Consent Order between it and the Respondent. which

provides for a suspension"of the Respondent’s license to practice

medicine in Massachusetts. Such suspension commenced on June -

28, 1995 and is to. be  stayed. upon. the Re$pondnnt sgg;

éemonstrat on. to the Board that he is phy51ca11y andww

emoticnally flt tc pn actlce medlc ine. Further, the R@spondent
Las entered.a Probat&on Agreement with the Massachuaetts Board
" during wh'r_c'h he will be mcma.to:a:‘ed fora p@“‘J..Od of five years

Othex‘termb lnvolve 1nter'a11a.a)}uammst.reFraln from the
~use of a*l cantrnll@d %ubstances un]ebs pre&crlbed by a
ireatxng'phy810lan.ror'a iegltlmate:medlcal,@arpese b) he
abide by the terms of & contract WLﬁh.the Massachuseﬁts
Medical Society’s Phisician Health Services and a contract
with the Physician jlealth Committee of the Rhode Tsiand
Medical Scciety; c) and he must be under the caré of a
licensed heaith professional experienced in treating

depression.

5. The.Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline alleges
that.the-Respondent h&s_viplaiadlﬁhode_;sgané General .
Laws 3»37 5.1 {21). for actioﬁ in the State of
Mdsaachus»tts wﬁlch are grounds for ulac1p11ne in Rhode

Island.

The parties agree as followss -

‘(1) The Respondent is’ a physician previcusly licensed and .



.doing business under and by virtue cf the Laws: of the State of
Rhode Island, ailopathic license number, 6623.

{2y  Respondent admits tc the jurisdiction of the Board

and hereby agrees to remain undeér the. jurisdiction of the

Board. o
(3) Respondent has read this Consent Order and
understands that it is a proposal of Investigating Committee
T of the‘Board:ané_igmgubjeét?tgmhhe:ﬁinai:approval3offthe
Board. This Consent Order is. not binding .on respondent until
final ratificationzby the Board. "
14) Respondent hereby acknmwledéesz and  waives with
respect té the findings of fact and terms set forth
hergin: f 7 |
.a» The right to appéar p@rsopaiiy' or. by
counéei ér both bef;ré the Board; L
b. The .régﬁt to prﬁdécé witnesseé ;and
eviden?afin his b@hé%# at 8 hearin§;;
c.  The right to cross examine witnesses;
d. The right to have subpoenas issued by the
Board;
a. The right to further procedural steps
except for specifically contained herein;
f. Any and all rights of ~appeal of this
Consénﬁ Ordér;
‘g. = Any ﬁobjeétiong;to..the.ﬁfagt _that this

“Ceonsent Qrder will be presenﬁed to the
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Board for conSLd@ratlon and review;

k.. . Any objectiocn. to .the fact that it wiil be”
necessary for the Board -to. become
acquainted ¥ith all evidence pertaining
fo this .matter in order to  weview
adequately this Censent Order;

i. Any objection to the fact that potential

bias .against the Respondent may occur as
a result of the. presentation of this.
Conaent Qrder.

(5) It Lh@ Consent Order is not ac ccpted by the
Kespondent., the Inveatlgat;ve Committee wmll recommend to the
Board that an Admln;«t?at1ve Hearing be scheduleu with Lespebt ‘
to any and all acts of alleggd unpro£e$510nal ccnduct 1f the
Board approves, a Hearing Cgmmlpte@ will be convenad for the
purpose of conducting the’ 3dministga§ive Hearing: The:
composition of the Hearing Committee is described by ‘statute.
If the Heazing Committee 'vOtQS"”in jf§g9££ng¥“EindiﬁQ””thé:“
Respondent guilty of unprofessional conduct as specified ia "
. the charges, the Board shallfpreyare wriéten finding of fact
and law in sapport of said conclusion. If the accused is found
not guilty,- tﬂ@ Board shall, | forthwith, 155ue: an order

dismissing the=chaxges.

(&) Acceptance of this Consent Order congtitutes-an-

admission by the Respondent. of the facts set forth: herein.



(7) .This Consent Order shali become part of the public,
record of this proceeding once it is accepted by all parties
and by the Board. It shalinbe published 'as the Board, in its.

‘exercise of its discretion, shall determine.

(83 Failure to comply with this Consent Order, when
signed and acce?teé, shall subject the Respondent to further

digciplinary action.

(9% Reapondent voluntarllv accapta +he Board®’ s flndlng
ot unpxofeas;enal conduct. The ganctlenq 1mposed by thp Beard
Cof. RPgl%tEdthn in Med1c1na :Qf:‘tha ‘Comnonwealth of
Massachusetts as seL ontn lﬁ the Masbachusetts Consen* Qrder
and Probatlonary'Agreement, are anoxporated in this Ordel and

shall become the sanctlons o: the Board Subject to all rlghis

-and remedies of "the. Respondent. If the Respondent wishes' to

‘return to full practice, He must demonstrate to the Board his - -

capacity to do so in the 'same’ im@nner ‘mandated: by -the

Commonwealth Qf‘Masaachusetts§

——

Signed thig E’})}r da}? Dﬁx._}

Wy 1996,
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Stephen F. Ponchak, Jr., M.D.

Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline at

a2 meeting held on Cﬁiﬁﬁ,fﬁj

199¢6.

S [T s fﬂ) K151

Patricia A. Wolan, M.D., M.P.H.

Chairperson
Board of Medical Licensure and

Discipline
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